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Fastiis both a calendar of daily rituals and a witty sequence of stories. Using the first six
months of the Roman religious calendar as a frame, Ovid weaves Greek and Roman
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history and mytho\o%y, astronomical observations and political tidbits into a lively
tapestry shot through with uncomfortable political echoes. Augustus tried to control
his subjects by imposing his own accounts of history and an annual cycle of festivals
on them, but Ovid brilliantly debunks Augustus's versions with his own reflections on
patriotism, militarism, and public virtue with earthy images of sensual pleasures and
sexual adventures.

From the description of Mars' rape of Silvia--"Mars sees her, desires what he sees, takes
what he desires"--with its echoes of Julius Caesar's famous boast, to the portrait of
Romulus as a violent thug and impious rapist, Ovid debunks official heroes and
dismantles the foundations of Rome's power structures. Written while Ovid was in
exile,fFasti is at once a wonderfully witty sequence of stories and a courageous political
manifesto.
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