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This new collection from Pushcart Prize-winning author Stacey Richter brings
cavemen, bat boys, clones, and other odd bits of reality together with wit, razor-sharp
observations, and searing compassion. Cavemen roam the suburbs, morality is
questionable, teens are angsting, and alcoholics abound. This is the world as Stacey
Richter sees it. In spite of--or perhaps because of--this alarming cast of characters,
Richter's stories are infused with wit, humor, and keen observations of what makes
humans tick. There is no sentimental hand-wringing about alcoholic or absentee
parents, lost loves, or the most terrible suburban neighborhood Christmas displays.
Richter's characters live, exist, play, and often drink too much because that is simply
what they do. Carrying on is the only option. Richter writes with volatile energy, hurtling
through her stories while coasting seamlessly between the regular and mundane. She
sees the repercussions of bad parenting, forgotten kids, and while she may scoff, her
caustic observations never demean her characters. By turns heartbreaking, mirthful,
sardonic, and wise, her stories occasionally take a turn into the bizarre. Still, Richter's
flights of fancy are not about whimsy or science fiction. They are one imaginative
woman's clever and naked view of the absurdities teeming around her.
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