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Low-life writer and unrepentant alcoholic Henry Chinaski was born to survive. After
decades of slacking off at low-paying dead-end jobs, blowing his cash on booze and
women, and scrimping by in flea-bitten apartments, Chinaski sees his Eoetic starrising
at last. Now, at fifty, he'is reveling in his sudden rock-star life, running three hundred
hangovers a year, and maintaining a sex life that would cripple Casanova.

With all of Bukowski's trademark humor and gritty, dark honesty, this 1978 follow-up to
Post Office and Factotum is an uncompromising account of life on the edge.

TEEN4A:

Charles Bukowski is one of America's best-known contemporary writers of poetry and
prose, and, many would claim, its most influential and imitated poet. He was born in
Andernach, Germany, and raised in Los Angeles, where he lived for fifty years. He
published his first story in 1944, when he was twenty-four, and began writing poetry at
the age of thirty-five. He died in San Pedro, California, on March 9, 1994, at the age of
seventy-three, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.
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Biography

During the course of his long, prolific literary career, Charles Bukowski was known as a
Boet, novelist, short story writer, and 1louma\ist. Butitis as a cult figure, an "honorary
eat" who chronicled his notorious lifestyle in raw, unflinching poetry and prose, that
he is best remembered. Born in the aftermath of World War | to a German mother and
an American serviceman of German descent, he was brought to the U.S. at the age of
three and raised in Los Angeles. By all accounts, his childhood was lonely and
unhappy: His father beat him regularly, and he suffered from debilitating shyness and a
severely disfiguring case of acne. By his own admission, he underwent a brief flirtation
with the far right, associating as a teenager with Nazis and Nazi sympathizers. After
high school, he attended Los Angeles City College for two years, studying art, literature,

and journalism before dropping out.

Although two of his stories were published in small literary magazines while he was still
in his early 20s, Bukowski became discouraged by his lack of immediate success and
gave up writing for ten years. During this time he drifted around the country, workin
odd jobs; fratemizin%with bums, hustlers, and whores; and drinking so excessively that
he nearly died of a bleeding ulcer.

In the late 1950s, Bukowski returned to writing, churning out copious amounts of
poetry and prose while supporting himself with mind-numbing clerical work in the
ﬁost office. Encouraged and mentored by Black Sparrow Press publisher John Martin,
e finally quit his job'in 1969 to concentrate on writing full time. In 1985, he married his
longtime girlfriend Linda Lee Beighle. Together they moved to San Pedro, California,
where Bukowski be%an to live a saner, more stable existence. He continued writing
until his death from leukemia in 1994, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.

Bukowski mined his notorious lifestyle for an oeuvre that was largely autobiographical.
In literally thousands of poems, he celebrated the skid row drunks and derelicts of his
misspent youth; and, between 1971 and 1989, he Eermed five novels (Post Office,
Factotum, Women, Ham on Rye, and Hollywood) featuring Henry Chinaski, an
alcoholic, womanizing, misanthrope he identified as his literary alter ego. (He also
wrote the autobiographical screenplay for the 1987 film Barfly, starring Mickey Rourke
and Faye Dunaway.) Yet, for all the shock value of his graphic language and violent,
unlovely images, Bukowski's writing retains a startling lyricism. Today, years after his
death, he remains one of the 20th century's most influential and widely imitated
writers.
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| had a dream about you. I opened your chest like a cabinet, it had doors, and when |
opened the doors | saw all kinds of soft things inside you-teddy bears, tiny fuzzy
anilrlpals, all these soft, cuddly things. Then I'had a dream about this other man. He
walk...
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