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"It be%an as a mistake." By middle age, Henry Chinaski has lost more than twelve years
of hisTife to the U.S. Postal Service. In a world where his three true, bitter pleasures are
women, booze, and racetrack betting, he somehow drags his hangover out of bed
every dawn to lug waterlogged mailbags up mud-soaked mountains, outsmart vicious
guard dogs, and pray to survive the day-to-day trials of sadistic bosses and certifiable
coworkers. This classic 1971 novel—the one that catapulted its author to national
fame—is the perfect introduction to the %rimly hysterical world of legendary writer,
poet, and Dirty Old Man Charles Bukowski and his fictional alter ego, Chinaski.

TEENE:

Charles Bukowski is one of America's best-known contemporary writers of poetry and
prose, and, many would claim, its most influential and imitated poet. He was born in
Andernach, Germany, and raised in Los Angeles, where he lived for fifty years. He
published his first story in 1944, when he was twenty-four, and began vvritiné poetry at
the age of thirty-five. He died in San Pedro, California, on March 9, 1994, at the age of
seventy-three, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.

Biography

During the course of his long, prolific literary career, Charles Bukowski was known as a
Boet, novelist, short story writer, and 1loumalist. Butitis as a cult figure, an "honorary

eat" who chronicled his notorious litestyle in raw, unflinching poetry and prose, that
he is best remembered. Born in the aftermath of World War | to a German mother and
an American serviceman of German descent, he was brought to the U.S. at the age of
three and raised in Los Angeles. By all accounts, his childhood was lonely and
unhappy: His father beat him regularly, and he suffered from debilitating shyness and a
severely disfiguring case of acne. By his own admission, he underwent a brief flirtation
with the far right, associating as a teenager with Nazis and Nazi sympathizers. After
high school, he attended Los Angeles City College for two years, studying art, literature,
and journalism before dropping out.

Although two of his stories were published in small literary magazines while he was still
in his early 20s, Bukowski became discouraged by his lack of immediate success and
gave UB writing for ten years. During this time he drifted around the country, vvorkm%
odd joDbs; fratemizm%vvith bums, hustlers, and whores; and drinking so excessively that
he nearly died of a bleeding ulcer.

In the late 1950s, Bukowski returned to writing, churning out copious amounts of
poetry and prose while supporting himself with mind-numbing clerical work in the
ﬁost office. Encouraged and mentored by Black Sparrow Press publisher John Martin,
e finally quit his job'in 1969 to concentrate on writing full time. In 1985, he married his
longtime girlfriend Linda Lee Beighle. Together they moved to San Pedro, California,
where Bukowski be%an to live a saner, more stable existence. He continued writing
until his death from leukemia in 1994, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.

Bukowski mined his notorious lifestyle for an oeuvre that was largely autobiographical.
In literally thousands of poems, he celebrated the skid row drunks and derelicts of his
misspent youth; and, between 1971 and 1989, he Eermed five novels (Post Office,
Factotum, Women, Ham on Rye, and Hollywood) teaturing Henry Chinaski, an
alcoholic, womanizing, misanthrope he identified as his literary alter ego. (He also
wrote the autobiographical screenplay for the 1987 film Barfly, starring Mickey Rourke
and Faye Dunaway.) Yet, for all the shock value of his graphic language and violent,



unlovely images, Bukowski's writing retains a startling lyricism. Today, years after his
death, he remains one of the 20th century's most influential and widely imitated
writers.
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E?Ei%@%?ﬂ VI, "I was not much of a petty thief, i wanted the whole world or
nothing.”
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| have mixed-feelings about this one. Maybe a three-star rating (or three and a half) is
better justified but anyways. I don't know. It gives me some laughs (although they're
usually kinda "cold") but I'm not sure if | do empathize with the protagonist. Guess I'm
really not a hipster.

The reality he so precisely and vividly described breaks my heart, and how hard he tries
to love this world with allits brokenness moves me.



FIE MRS ERIFER, B2/ wi/5+E&RIE Riall apart. heart in the
jar (Francis) li—&f nZ2F 13—, RBERIEE X,
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i&EE“%EWEiEEPE% ANBYHAEZEER - Fucking funny and fucking miserable, life robbed
us all.
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“Nothing like the old water treatment. | had borrowed a page from the



headshrinkers.”
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