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A redemptive, healing novel, Two Cities brings to brilliant culmination the themes John
Edgar Wideman has developed in fourteen previous acclaimed books. It is a story of
bridges -- bridges spanning the rivers of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, bridges arching
over the rifts that have divided our communities, our country, our hearts. Narrated in
the bluesy voices of its three main characters, Two Citiesis a simple love story, but it is
also about the survival of an endangered black urban community and the ways that
people discover for redeeming themselves in a society that is failing them. With its
indelible images of confrontation and outrage, matched in equal measure by lasting
impressions of hope, Two Cities is a compassionate, lacerating, and nourishing novel.
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