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Farthquake I.D. offers an exciting new take on Americans in Italy: a nightmare
reframing, yet leavened throughout with wit and compassion. The setting is the
turbulent southern metropolis of Naples, an urban hive that has suffered many an
earthquake over the centuries. The next such shakeup provides Domini with his
premise. His American family, Jay and Barbara Lulucita and their five children, are
something like innocents abroad. In the na?j¥ve belief that they can help, they come to
this crime-riddled and quake-broken Citty’ which in recent years has also suffered
another upheaval namely, the impact of the illegal immigrants pouring in from Africa.
But soon enough Domini s protagonists, in particular the richly conflicted wife and
mother, prove something less than angels themselves. Thef buzz with their own
secrets and trials. In exploring the turmoil that led this family to abandon their former
lives, as well as the larger hurly-burly of Naples, Domini has recourse to a few elements
that break from ordinary reality. There s a child faith-healer, rather a New Age version
of the classic Catholic figure. There s an unnerving NATO officer, forever in the same
outfit yet forever in disguise. At times the book recalls Patricia Highsmith and her
amoral Ripley, at times Javier Marais and his swarming what-ifs, at times lan McEwen
and his dark comedie humaine. Throughout, despite its bizarre effects, Earthquake I.D.
renders an Italy complex and exact, with rare style and a discerning ear. Domini
delivers us throu%h terror and laughter to a place of conscience: true to its world and
its inhabitants, all struggling to cling to the paper that says they belong.
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