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The story of one man's struggle to reconcile his past in order to make way for his
future. Benjamin Franklin Pinkerton - the faithless young naval lieutenant who
abandons Madam Butterfly - was glimpsed fleetingly in Peter Rushforth's previous
novel, Pinkerton's Sister. Now Ben steps out of the shadows and into the centre of the
stage, a young man haunted by the desolation of his boyhood years, unable to show or
respond to love. He's about to sail for Japan. But his imminent departure conjures up
the life he and his sister have led, and the monstrous act for which he is most
remembered: the rejection and destruction of a pure and loving heart. What happened
to him then will mark his whole life. He is his own man, but he is also his sister's
brother. Once again, in his mastery of language, his extraordinary imagination, his
superb sense of time and place, Peter Rushforth has given the world a second
masterpiece, ranking alongside, or surpassing, his earlier triumph.
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