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A gifted artist and writer, Branwell Bronte, an only son, is expected to make the family
fortune and distinguish the Bronte name. Instead, he dies at 31 from alcohol and
opium abuse. Painstakingly tutored at home by his father, Branwell and his sisters
write endless stories about imaginary worlds far from their bleak parsonage home. As
his sisters spin the stories that will immortalize them, Branwell sinks under the weight
of great expectations. With language as rich and dark as the moors of Wuthering
Heights and Jane Eyre, Douglas A. Martin probes the locus where history and myth
collide, and uncovers Branwell’s lost loves, thwarted talent, and possible
homosexuality. Maintaining the haunting quality of childhood memory throughout,
Bronte Boy is a genre-bending exploration of the tragic figure of Branwell Bronte and
the dismal, dazzling landscape that inspired his sisters to greatness.
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