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In summer 1964, a distinguished-looking gentleman in his seventies dismounts on
principle from a streetcar that was to carry him from Rome to a distant village, instead
accompanying on foot a boy denied a fare. As they walk, he tells the boy the story of his
life. A young aesthete from a privileged Roman family, Alesandro Giuliani found his
charmed existence shattered by the coming of World War I. The war led to an onerous
tour of duty, inadvertent desertion, near-execution, forced labor, service high in the
Italian Alps that took advantage of his (and Helprin's) skill at mountain climbing,
capture by the enemy, and return home, dispossessed of most of his friends and
family. Along the way, he gains, loses, and eventually rediscovers love. This rousingly
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good story of survival is all the more remarkable in the telling. The language is rich
without ¢ oyin% complex yet luminous in Helprin's best style. In a number of
thoughtful philosophical passages as enTgagmg as an%adventure story, Alesandro
struggles to reconcile his appreciation of beauty and his religious faith with the horror
around him. That he finally persuades us to believe in a "God without any hope, in a
God of splendor and terror" is testimony to the indomitable human spirit. Highly
recommended.

TEENA:

A conservative commentator who has served in the Israeli army may not seem the
likeliest source of whimsy, but Mark Helprin's tales are written from the soul of a poet.
Soldiers and burglars figure prominently in his work, but the stories are not tales of
intrigue; they focus more on love, morality and far-flung travels.
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