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We all behaved as though we were frantic. I read, while the old maids and other
females sang, and then after standing on their legs for twenty-four hours or longer
without eating or drinking, suddenly a trembling would come over them as though
they were in a fever; after that, one would begin screaming and then another--it was
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horrible I, too, would shiver all over like a Jew in a frying-pan, I don't know myself why,
and our legs began to prance about. It's a strange thing, indeed: you don't want to, but
you prance about and waggle your arms; and after that, screaming and shrieking, we
all danced and ran after one another--ran till we dropped; and in that way, in wild
frenzy, I fell into fornication.'
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