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Kharl, the cooper has no sooner settled into the estate bestowed upon him by Lord
Ghrant of Austra when he is summoned back to the capital by his friend Hagen, the
lord-chancellor, who needs help in dealing with rebellious nobles. After a bloody
campaign, peace is restored and Ghrant's throne firmly secured. But to his surprise,
Kharlis soon called upon again, this time to return as envoy to his home-land of
Nordla. When he discovers a plot by the Hamorians and his old enemy Egen - the local
heir apparent - to take the throne from his father and open Nordla to the enemy, Kharl
has to find a solution, for the sake of both the land of his birth and his new homeland.
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