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Dear Friend, You were right: desperation is a dangerous state of mind. It was
desperation that drove me to London to salvage my family's reputation and finances in
the first place. And it is desperation--and perhaps a little desire--that has gotten me
into the situation I find myself in now. You see, I've become ensnared in the
investigation of a traitor by Lord Dewhurst--the most insufferable, sinfully handsome
man I've ever met. I know it is shocking, but in order to catch this spy and clear my
name, I've no choice but to play the agent's bride. Now I'm desperate again to avoid
his seductive words and searing looks. I pray that I can resist him, but I can make no
promises. Oh, my dear friend, I know he and I are merely pretending to be wed, but the
blush he can send all the way to my petticoats feels far too real Yours truly, Charlotte
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