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In one of her most delicate and suspenseful novels to date, Anita Brookner brings us an
exquisite story of friendship and duty. Rachel Kennedy and Oscar Livingston were not
precisely friends or family. Rachel had been acquanted with Oscar for some time, first
as her father’ s accountant, and then as her own. Part owner of a London bookshop,
Rachelis thoroughly independent and somewhat distant, determinedly restrained in
her feelings for others, but above all responsible. And it is this trait that leads Oscar and
his wife Dorrie to seek out Rachel as a mentor for their twenty-seven-year-old daughter,
Heather. Yet when Heather seems poised to make an unsuitable romantic decision,
Raghﬁl decides to speak out and intervene, causing an unwitting and devastating
Insignt.
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