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Everyone who knew Balinda could have told Seattle private eye Thomas Black that the
ex-choir girl thumbed a ride with the devil a long time ago. Still, no one expected the
pretty young woman to vanish off the face of the earth--leaving in her wake an empty
purse, a wrecked car, and a dead Eagle Scout in the backseat. What's more, Balinda
never even gave notice at her last job--at a backwater diner where a freezer might keep
more than crawdads on ice.

When Balinda's driver is identified, Thomas Black suspects big trouble. For it turns out
that the victim was a fifth-grade Tacoma schoolteacher with an impeccable reputation.
But tracking the past of that white-bread teacher is increasingly hazardous. Especially
when it leads Thomas back to that modest little eat-in/take-out . . . called Catfish Café.
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