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"Take my camel, dear,' said my aunt Dot, as she climbed down from this animal on her

return from High Mass." So begins The Towers of Trebizond , the greatest novel b

Rose Macaulay, one of the eccentric geniuses of English literature. In this fine an

funny adventure set in the backlands of modern Turkey, a group of highly unusual

travel companions makes its way from Istanbul to legendary Trebizond, encountering

Botion—dealing sorcerers, recalcitrant policemen, and Billy Graham on tour with a
usload of Southern evangelists. But though the dominant note of the novel is

humorous, its pages are shadowed by heartbreak—as the narrator confronts the

specters of ancient empires, religious turmoil, and painful memories of lost love.
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TEENA:

Emilie Rose Macaulay, whom Elizabeth Bowen called "one of the few writers of whom it
may be said, she adorns our century," was born at Rugby, where her father was an
assistant master. Descended on both sides from a long line of clerical ancestors, she
felt Anglicanism was in her blood. Much of her childhood was spent in Varazze, near
Genoa, and memories of Italy fill the early novels. The family returned to England in
1894 and settled in Oxford. She read history at Somerville, and on coming down lived
with her family first in Wales, then near Cambridge, where her father had been
aEpomted a lecturerin English. There she began a writing career which was to span
firty years with the publication of her first novel, Abbots Verney, in 1906. When her sixth
novel, The Lee Shore (1912), won a literary prize, a gift from her uncle allowed her to
rent a tiny flat in London, and she plunged happily into London literary life.
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Charming, quirky, and slightly sad.
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