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All aboard for this photographic journey through the unique railroad history of Niles
Canyon, near the city of Fremont. The melodic wail of the steam whistle first echoed off
these canyon walls in 1866 when the Western Pacific Railroad laid track into Niles as
part of a planned route from San Jose to Sacramento. That was three years before the
transcontinental route from Sacramento to Omaha was completed in May 1869. Four
months after the driving of the Golden Spike that joined the eastern and western
United States by rail, the connecting route from Sacramento to Oakland through Niles
Canyon was finished--the very last leg of a rail route that truly joined the Atlantic to the
Pacific waters for the first time.
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