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This book argues that much of the literature on political leadership has made little
meaningful connection with the issues of peace, conflict and divided societies. In
providing a critical interpretation of political leadership during the Northern Ireland
peace process, Cathy Gormley-Heenan shows how the 'leadership lens' offers insights
not offered by conventional analyses of peacemaking processes. Using interviews with
political elites in Northern Ireland, the book discusses the confusions, contradictions
and chameleonic nature of leadership and its role, capacity and effect.
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