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This book is a commentary on the surviving testimonia and fragments of Posidonius'
work collected in Volume I of this edition (Edelstein/Kidd, CUP, 1972). Posidonius was
one of the most important philosophers and intellectuals writing in the first century BC
Graeco-Roman world. The purpose of this commentary is to assess the fragmentary
evidence and reports of Posidonius found in the writings of about sixty ancient
authors, and to separate what Posidonius himself actually said from the
interpretations and distortions of his reporters. Since Posidonius also wrote at length
on the sciences and on geography, and composed a large History, Kidd assesses his
work against the philosophical, scientific, and historical writings of Posidonius'
predecessors and contemporaries. Each fragment is explored through detailed
examination of its context, philosophical and scientific content, and its relationship to
Posidonius' whole thought and to contemporary ideas. This commentary proved too
long for one volume and thus is issued in two separate books, which are available only
as a set.
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