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Danlo's story continues as he explores the galaxy on a dual quest: first, to locate the
home of the Architects church and persuade them to stop the Program of Increase that
has resulted in the continual explosions of stars in the Vild (or Wild); and second, to
find the cure for the engineered plague that killed his tribe (the Devaki) and will kill the
rest of the primitive Alaloi back on Neverness. Like his father, Danlo penetrates the
Solid State Entity and interacts with her. Based on her information, he seeks out a
remnant of the great cybernetic god Ede. With Ede's help, Danlo at last reaches the
distant planet of Tannahill, home of the Architects. His coming sparks a bloody war
between various factions. The defeated faction escapes with a star-killer weapon,
headed for Neverness.
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