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Against the background of the law reform debates around sexuality in Britain and
America, Bamforth examines what functions it is legitimate for the law to serve and
how effective law can be in achieving social goals. He provides a new and cogent
argument for protecting lesbian and gay rights through law, but is sceptical about how
useful law can be in eradicating discriminatory social practices. This work sheds new
light on the equal rights debate and raises issues of central importance to the role of
law in society.
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Nicholas Bamforth is Fellow in Law at Robinson College, Cambridge. His interests
include public law, human rights law and legal philosophy.
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