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New biblical methods seem to appear each year, and it can be difficult for students to
find a comprehensive survey to the wide range of interpretive options. Reading the Old
Testament enables introductory students to understand the established methods of
biblical study along with the emerging trends of recent years. This book is firmly
grounded in the best available scholarship; at the same time, it speaks to students with
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no previous knowledge of biblical study.

Students will appreciate this book's clarity and precision as it compares traditional
methods of exegesis with newer critical innovations in Old Testament study.
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For anyone who is interested in biblical criticism, this is a very informative and lucid
introduction to different dominant methods of engaging with the biblical texts in the
academy. Barton is relatively neutral in his explanation of different interpretive
methods. He dedicates 3 chapters to structuralism, which is quite surprising to me.
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