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In a heavily mortgaged country house, an heiress’” s sinister guardian attempts to trap
herin a bedroom with a rare Indian swamp adder—a murder averted only by the
timely intervention of Sherlock Holmes. Five months after the events of The Adventure
of the Speckled Band, Holmes and Watson are called back to Stoke Moran by a
frightened gypsy who claims that the viper has gotten (oose again. Holmes is unsure
vvmich ﬁ)oses a greater danger: the rumored snake, or the possibility that the gypsy is
telling lies.

In these dozen tales, short story master Edward D. Hoch resurrects the most brilliant
mind in the history of detective fiction. In the style of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Holmes
tangles with circus tigers, Druidic curses, and a pair of Christmas killings. Here is the
finest detective of the Victorian age—recreated by one of the greatest mystery writers
of the twentieth century.
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H 3% Introduction by Edward D. Hoch
[1] Prologue: January 22-23, 1890: The Most Dangerous Man
[2] September, 1883: The Return of the Speckled Band
[3] Summer, 1885: The Adventure of Vittoria, the Circus Belle
[4] Summer, 1888: The Manor House Case
[5] Christmas Dag, 1888: The Christmas Client
[6] June, 1894: The Addleton Traged
[7] January, 1897 : The Adventure of the Domino Club
[8] September, 1899: The Adventure of the Cipher in the Sand
[9] Christmas Eve, 1899: The Christmas Conspiracy
[10] 1902: The Adventure of the Anonymous Author
[11] August, 1911: A Scandal in Montreal
[12] April, 1912: The Adventure of the Dying Ship
Edward D. Hoch: An Appreciation by Gary Lovisi
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