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The Japanese Archipelago stretches approximately 3,000 kilometers from Hokkaido in
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the north to the Ryukyu Islands in the south, and has seen human activity since at least
30 thousand years ago (KYA). The Jomon period from 16 to 3 KYA is associated with
cord-marked pottery and the people at that time, who were hunter-gatherers,
occupied a range of locations across the Japanese Archipelago. The Yayoi period from
3to 1.7 KYA saw the introduction of migrants from the Asian Continent who brought
rice agriculture to the archipelago. The dual-structure model, which is based on
craniofacial measurements, proposes that admixture between the Jomon and Yayoi
people resulted in current-day Japanese. Su bsequentgenetic studies using
uniparental and autosomal markers in current-day and ancient human samples are
widely in support of the dual-structure model. These genetic data have also unveiled
the uniqueness of the indigenous Ainu and Ryukyuan people while further
demonstrating the genetic substructure within the Mainland Japanese
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