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In Saving Free Trade: A Pragmatic Approach, Robert Z. Lawrence and Robert E. Litan
analyze both the allure of protectionism and the problems associated with free trade,
proposing reasonable, cost-effective ways of helping industries, workers, and
communities battered by intense import competition.

The book focuses on the escape clause of the U.S. Trade Act of 1974, meant to provide
domestic industries temporary shelter from severe import competition, and the trade
adjustment assistance program, designed to provide direct aid to companies, workers,
and communities injured by imports. The authors analyze the assumptions and
implication of the many current congressional attempts to amend the provisions of the
escape clause and the assistance program. They then set forth their own proposals,
mdudm%new definitions of import injuries, modifications of provisions for providing
relief for beleaguered companies, new standards for compensating and retaining
displaced workers, and a plan for insurm% communities against severe losses to their
tax bases if local industries fail because they can no longer compete.

(from amazon.com)

TEENE:

Robert Z. Lawrence is a nonresident senior fellow and holder of the New Century Chair
in International Trade and Economics at the Brookings Institution and professor of
international trade and investment at Harvard University” s Kennedy School of
Government. His books include Globaphobia: Confronting Fears about Open Trade
(Brookings, 1998) and Single World, Divided Nations? International Trade and the
OECD Labor Markets (Brookings/OECD, 1996).

Robert E. Litan is vice president for research and policy at the Kauffman Foundation in
Kansas City. He is a senior fellow in the Economic Studies program at the Brookings
Institution.
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