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Drawing on a wide array of Bolivian and US sources, Kevin A. Young reveals that Bolivia
became a key site in a global battle among economic models, with grassroots
coalitions demanding nationalist and egalitarian alternatives to market capitalism.
While US-supported moderates within the revolutionary regime were able to defeat
more radical forces, Young shows how the political culture of resource nationalism,
though often comprising contradictory elements, constrained government actions and
galvanized mobilizations against neoliberalism in later decades. His transnational and
multilevel approach to the 1952 revolution illuminates the struggles among Bolivian
popular sectors, government officials, and foreign powers, as well as the competing
currents and visions within Bolivia's popular political cultures. Offering a fresh
appraisal of the Bolivian Revolution, resource nationalism, and the Cold War in Latin
America, Blood of the Earth is an ideal case study for understanding the challenges
shared by countries across the Global South.
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