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Since the 1949 Communist Revolution, China has devised nine different military
strategies, which the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) calls “strategic guidelines.”
What accounts for these numerous changes? Active Defense offers the first systematic
look at China’s military strategy from the mid-twentieth century to today. Exploring
the range and intensity of threats that China has faced, M. Taylor Fravel illuminates the
nation’s past and present military goals and how China sought to achieve them, and
offers a rich set of cases for deepening the study of change in military organizations.

Drawing from diverse Chinese-language sources, including memoirs of leading
generals, military histories, and document collections that have become available only
in the last two decades, Fravel shows why transformations in military strategy were
pursued at certain times and not others. He focuses on the military strategies adopted
in 1956, 1980, and 1993—when the PLA was attempting to wage war in a new kind of
way—to show that China has pursued major change in its strategic guidelines when
there has been a significant shift in the conduct of warfare in the international system
and when China’s Communist Party has been united.

Delving into the security threats China has faced over the last seven decades, Active
Defense offers a detailed investigation into how and why states alter their defense
policies.

作者介绍: 

M. Taylor Fravel is the Arthur and Ruth Sloan Professor of Political Science and a
member of the Security Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
He is the author of Strong Borders, Secure Nation (Princeton).
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作为一个曾经的军事爱好者，这是第一次读到对于中国军事战略变迁的系统性研究。作
者的核心解释变量是国际上是否出现新的战争形式，以及党内高层是否具有共识。只有
两者都具备，军事战略才会发生重大调整（例如：1973年第四次中东战争之后，虽然
粟裕等部分高级将领都主张修改诱敌深入的国防方针，但政治背景的不稳定阻碍了军事
战略的调整，使之到1980年前后才有实质性推动）。虽然作者的解释框架略显平常，
但有效地沟通了军事战略、国内政治与国际环境，值得一读。

-----------------------------
An enlightening work. but it's very regretful that so many Chinese scholars didn't finish
such a wonderful book.
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