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Asia was the principle focus of empire-builders from Alexander and Akbar to Chinggis
Khan and Qianlong and yet, until now, there has been no attempt to provide a
comprehensive history of empire in the region. Empire in Asia addresses the need for a
thorough survey of the topic.

This volume covers the long 19th century, commonly seen in terms of 'high
imperialism' and the global projection of Western power. This volume explores the
dynamic, volatile and often contested processes by which, by the early years of the
20th century, Asian states, space and peoples became deeply integrated into the wider
dynamics of global reordering. Drawing on case studies from across Asia, the
contributors discuss key themes including ideology, concepts of identity, religion and
politics, state building and state formation, the relationships between space, people,
and sovereignty, the movements of goods, money, people and ideas, and the influence
and impact of conflict and military power.

The two volumes of Empire in Asia offer a significant contribution to the theory and
practice of empire when considered globally and comparatively and are essential
reading for all students and scholars of global, imperial and Asian history.
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