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Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World presents a highly original global
theory of culture. Here, in his greatest work, René Girard explores the function of
violence, mimetic desire and the mechanism of the scapegoat, in the history of society

and re\i?on. Girard's vision is a brilliant and devastating challenge to conventional
views of literature, anthropology, philosophy and psychoanalysis.
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Imitation; The Function of Ritual: Imperative Mimesis; Sacrifice and the Victimage
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Variants in Ritual; Sacred Kingship and Central Power; The Polyvalence of Ritual and
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Hominization; The Transcendental Signifier
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The 'Radical Elimination’; 'Negative Connotation’, '‘Positive Connotation'; Physical
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Chapter 5: Texts of Persecution

Persecution Demystified: The Achievement of the Modern and Western World; The
Double Semantic Sense of the Word 'Scapegoat'; The Historical Emergence of the
Victimage Mechanism
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Chapter 1: Mimetic Desire
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Desire

Chapter 2: Desire without Object

Doubles and Interdividuality; Symptoms of Alternation; The Disappearance of the
Object and Psychotic Structure;Hypnosis and Possession



Chapter 3: Mimesis and Sexuality

What is known as '‘Masochism’; Theatrical 'Sado-Masochism'; Homosexuality; Mimetic
Latency and Rivalry; The End of Platonism in Psychology

Chapter 4: Psychoanalytic Mythology

Freud's Platonism and the Use of the Oedipal Archetype; How do you reproduce a
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