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On Earth We’ re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read.
Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a
family” s history that began before he was born — a histor% whose epicenter is rooted
in Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother has never known,
all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to the fraught yet
undeniable love between a single mother and her son, itis also a brutally honest
exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking questions central to our American
moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and trauma, but undergirded by
compassion and tenderness, On Earth We™ re Briefly Gorgeous is as much about the
ﬁqwgmﬁfemngone’ sown story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being
eard.
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fﬁ\’%;ﬁ@ such raw emotions make ou feel vulnerable too
—I0B IR R B — B E EIIEEE we're all so very alone yet not at all

this is depressingly good



Maybe we look into mirrors not merely to seek beauty, regardless how illusive, but to
make sure, despite the facts, that we are still here. That the hunted body we move in
has not yet been annihilated, scraped out. To see yourself still yourself is a refuge men
who have not been denied cannot know.

"Sometimes you are erased before you are given the choice of stating who you are.”
"Because the sunset, like survival, exists onlg on the verge of its own %isappearmg. To
be&orgeous, you must first be seen, but to be seen allows you to be hunted.”
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Some sparkling vivid prose, some overwrought pronouncements "just on the right side
of vague to seem meaningful” (Irishtimes review). Frustratingly precious, sometime
hypnotic, sometimes empty. A semi-fictional memoir exploring intergenerational
trauma. Haunting passages on the nail salon and young gay sex.
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AT, too sentimentals Andras SchifffERoyal College of MusicBy—% Master
class I EIEF BB ERBY & . always (play with) sentiments, but never
sentimental. James Baldwin looked through and beyond his pain, as a black man, as a
gay man, as a foreigner. But this writer can't seem to think beyond his pain. It's a dump
of inflictions, offering no catharsis.
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tbiCheryl Strayed®J “Tiny Beautiful Things: Advice on Love and Life from Dear
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Truth be told, reading this book was not pleasant at all. In other words, | find this novel
demanding, distracting and discomforting. My limited vocabulary and the narrator’ s
stream of consciousness prevented me from understanding and completing it. As I t...
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