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In this innovative reading the development of the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) is
explored in the context of an emerging nationalism in Southeast Asia, the interplay of
overseas Chinese networks and the Comintern. Based on extensive new archival
material, Anna Belogurova shows how the MCP was shaped by the historical
contingencies of anti-imperialism in Southeast Asia, long-term Chinese migration
trends, networks, identity, and the organizational practices of the Comintern. This is
the story of how a group of left-leaning Chinese migrant intellectuals engaged with
global forces to create a relevant and lasting Malayan national identity, providing fresh
international perspectives on the history of Malaysia, Chinese communism, the Cold
War, and decolonization.
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