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This book provides a comprehensive history of the emergence and the formation of
the concept of sovereignty in China from the year 1840 to the present. It contributes to
broadening the history of modern China by looking at the way the notion of
sovereignty was gradually articulated by key Chinese intellectuals, diplomats and
political figures in the unfolding of the history of international law in China,
rehabilitates Chinese agency and shows how China challenged Western Eurocentric
assumptions about the progress of international law. It puts the history of international
law in a global perspective, interrogating the widely-held belief of international law as
universal order and exploring the ways in which its history is closely anchored to a
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European experience that fails to take into account how the encounter with other
non-European realities has influenced its formation.

Provides a comprehensive history of the concept of sovereignty in China, exploring
where China's claim to sovereignty originated and might be heading in the future

Shows how the Chinese conceptions diverted from Western Eurocentric legal norms
and contributed to the globalisation of international law

Demonstrates how Chinese diplomats used sovereignty and new legal categories to
defend against Western imperialism and successfully expand China's interests
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评论

【三星半，中文部分编校多误】比较典型的拼图式研究，晚清的国际法输入有人做，民
国的外交有人做，PRC的主权理论有人做——咦，没有人从头到尾讨论过sovereignty这
个概念？于是便有了这本书。

-----------------------------
... "China in the future will reassert its supremacy in the world."
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