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The thesis is that National Socialist rule is a function of continuing strUEgles among
power groups united only by their hatred of the labor movement and that Nazi
Germany consequently lacks a state in the sense of the modern political formation
oriented to order and predictability. Within this framework, Neumann applied many
Marxist tools of analysis to characterize the prime social component in the inner
struggle. While opinions differed about his theses, his mastery of German sources and
rich empirical documentation drew universal applause.
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Franz Leopold Neumann (May 23, 1900 - September 2, 1954) was a German left-liberal
Bolitical activist and labor lawyer, who became a political scientist in exile and is

est-known for his theoretical analyses of National Socialism. Neumann was
employed by the Frankfurt Institute of Social Research (in exile at Columbia after some
years in Geneva and Paris) in 1936.Neumann, Herbert Marcuse and Otto Kirchheimer
worked on numerous projects, including the analysis of political tendencies in
Germany. Neumann died in an automobile accident in 1954. His widow, Inge Werner,
married his closest friend, Herbert Marcuse.
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