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In 2013, journalist Ginger Gorman was trolled online. She received scores of hateful
tweets, including a death threat. She was terrified, but once the attack subsided, she
found herself curious. Who were these trolls? How and why did they coordinate such
an attack? And how does someone fight back? Over the next five years, Gorman spoke
to psychologists, trolling victims, law enforcement, academics and, most importantly,
trolls themselves, embedding herself into their online communities and their psyches
in ways she had never anticipated. She uncovered links between trolling, cyberhate
and real-life crimes. She mapped out a cohort of men - mostly angry, young and white
- who rightly or wrongly feel marginalised and disenfranchised and use the internet to
express this. She encountered the frequently extreme personal costs endured by
trolling targets, not to mention the very real financial and economic costs of cyberhate.
A gripping read, Troll Hunting is a window into not just the mindset of trolls, but also
the profound changes in the way we live and work in a post-internet world. Trolls
didn’t appear from thin air - they are real people, and reflect a real aspect of our
society. This remarkable investigation will change the way you think about the internet,
and what it means to be a human online.
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评论

3.5/5 As a trolling victim, Gorman challenges the popular online/offline dichotomy by
presenting a well-researched and heartfelt account of the notoriously murky trolling
world. Although written haphazardly, TH raises important questions about law
enforcement, free speech absolutism, parenting and mental illness that often define
the 21st century.
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