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The novel takes place in the Polish city of Lodz, mostly among the large Jewish
community that lived there before World War Two. It follows the changes from the 19th
century through the revolution of 1905 and ends just after World War One. The main
character is Max Ashkenazi, who moves away from the pious Jewish culture he is born
into and becomes a successful industrialist. How this destroys a lot of his personal
relationships, before the upheaval of the war also ruins him financially.

作者介绍: 

Israel Joshua Singer (November 30, 1893, Bigoraj, Poland - February 10, 1944 New
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York) was a Yiddish novelist. He was born Yisroel Yehoshua Zinger the son of Pinchas
Mendl Zinger, a rabbi and author of rabbinic commentaries, and Basheva Zylberman.
He was the brother of Nobel Prize-winning author Isaac Bashevis Singer and novelist
Esther Kreitman.
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