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Published just as all eyes are on the young female gymnasts competing for a ticket to
Beijing on the 2008 Olympic team, "Chalked Up" presents the story of the 1986 US
National Gymnastics champion whose life long dream was to compete in the 1988
Olympics - until anorexia, injuries, coaching abuses, and parental hopes and neglect
nearly destroyed her. Fanciful dreams of gold medals and Nadia Comaneci led Jennifer
Sey to the sport of g%mnastics at the age of six. Early success propelled her forward.Her
family, seduced by the notion of their young daughter as a champion, complied with
her every wish as she strove to become better. By the age of eleven, it all seemed to be
coming together for her when she qualified for the nationally competitive elite level,
the highestin U.S. gymnastics. "Chalked Up" is Sey's personal story in competitive
gymnastics and also the story of the ways her needs were subsumed by the adults
around her. It is about the meaninglessness of second place in a culture that places
winning above all else. It is about the destruction waged by eating disorders. It is about
a specific a culture in which underage and underweight girls are celebrated as cultural
icons.
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