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John Nathan arrived in Tokyo in 1961 fresh out of Harvard College, bringing with him
no practical experience, no more than two connections, no prospects, and little else to
recommend him but stoic, unflappable pluck. Japan at that time was still in the
shadow of the Occupation, and only a handful of foreigners were studing the country
seriously. Two years later, Nathan became the first American to pass the entrance
exam to the best school in Japan, the University of Tokyo. He went on to translate two
of Japan's greatest contemporary writers, Yukio Mishima and Nobel laureate
Kenzaburo Oe, and direct several series of films in and about Japan in collaboration
with world-famous directors and businesses; earn an advanced degree at Harvard and
a professorship at Princeton; and become a Hollywood screenwriter. Nathan was given
unprecedented access to the inner sanctum at Sony for his book Sony: The Private Life,
and he explored the damaged psyche of postbubble Japan in his acclaimed Japan
Unbound." "During his decades of passionate engagement with Japan, Nathan
became close friends with many of the most gifted people in the land - politicians and
business leaders as well as painters, novelists, directors, rock stars, and movie stars -
and was privileged to travel, in their very special company, inside domains of Japanese
life not normally open to foreigners then or now. In his unique chronicle of that
journey, Living Carelessly in Tokyo and Elsewhere, he details the adventures sublime,
profane, and uproarious, many of a distinctly Japanese nature, that characterized his
career, which was singular in its success as much as in its chaos. Along the way, he
brings the most exciting era in recent Japanese history vividly into focus with wry
humor, penetrating insight, and pathos

Part 1 -- 1. If Music Be the Food of Love, Pray (sic) On -- 2. Mayumi -- 3. Yukio Mishima --
4. Kenzaburo Oe -- 5. Theater of Tears -- 6. Home Again -- 7. Summer Soldiers -- 8. Full
Moon Lunch -- 9. Unraveling -- Part 2 -- 10. More Jewish Neighborhood -- 11. Mercantile
Years -- 12. Stockholm -- 13. Familiar Roads -- 14. Detachment.
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