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Gustav Mahler was one of the greatest conductors and composers of his time,
acclaimed throughout Europe and America for his full-blooded interpretations of a
repertoire that ranged from Mozart and Beethoven to Wagner and Strauss, and for his
own richly orchestrated pieces. Today his music is almost a cult: intensely emotional
and evocative, it stirs and inspires the listener, and it awakens curiosity as to the nature
of the man who created it.This book brings together a wealth of contemporary
material--letters, reviews, concert programs, diary extracts--to create a picture of
Mahler in his own words and those of his friends, colleagues, and critics. From his early
childhood to the days of his final triumphs in Vienna and New York, his life, attitudes,
beliefs, conflicts, loves, and losses are recorded and presented in vivid detail.
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true life with true materials
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