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For this second edition of his guide to the more adventurous evolutions of music since
1945, Reginald Smith Brindle has added a new chapter reviewing developments in the
decade since the book first appeared. He discusses the decline of experimentalism and
the reaction againstincreasing cerebralism and complexity as variously illustrated by
the more recent works of Stockhausen, the 'minimalist’ works of Reich and Glass, and
the partial return to romanticism. He also reviews the technological revolution which
has taken place in computer music, and concludes that the future of music will for the
time being be most closely associated with technological change and development,
rather than with radical change in compositional techniques.
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Reginald Smith Brindle (1917-2003) was a British composer and writer.

Although he wrote for many instruments, Smith Brindle was perhaEs best known for
his solo guitar music, especially El Polifemo de Oro (1956), written for Julian Bream, as
well as five sonatas (1948, 1976, 1978, 1978, 1979), Variants on two themes of J. S. Bach
(1970), Memento in two movements (1973), Do not go gentle... (1974), November
Memories (1974), Four Poems of Garcia Lorca (197552, Preludes and Fantasies (1980)
and The Prince of Venosa (1994).

Smith Brindle was an expert on the music of 20th-century Italian composers such as
Luigi Dallapiccola, lldebrando Pizzetti and Bruno Bartolozzi (he studied with all three).
He played many instruments, but was particularly fond of the guitar, organ and
saxophone.
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