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Miguel Hernandez (October 30, 1910-March 28, 1942), was a Spanish poet, born in
Orihuela (Spain), to a poor family and given little formal education, published his first
book of poetry at 23, and gained considerable fame before his death.

Perhaps the best known work of the poet is a poem called "Nanas de cebolla" ("Onion
Lullaby"), a poem in which Hernandez replies to a letter from his wife in which she told
him that she was surviving on bread and onions. In the poem, the poet envisions his
son breastfeeding on his mother's onion blood (sangre de cebolla), and uses the
child's laughter as a counterpoint to the mother's desperation. In this as in other
poems, the poet turns his wife's body into a mythic symbol of desperation and hope, of
regenerative power desperately needed in a broken Spain.
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