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This book explores the wide range of Dante's reading and the extent to which he
transformed what he read, whether in the biblical canon, in the ancient Latin poets, in
such Christian authorities as Augustine or Benedict, or in the "book of the world"--the
globe traversed by pilgrims and navigators. The author argues that the exceptional
independence and strength of Dante’s forceful stance vis-a-vis other authors, amply on
display in both the "Commedia" and so-called minor works, is informed by a deep
knowledge of the Christian Scriptures. The Bible in question is not only the canonical
text and its authoritative commentaries but also the Bible as experienced in sermon
and liturgy, hymn and song, fresco and illumination, or even in the aphorisms of
everyday speech. The "Commedia" took shape against the panorama of this divine
narrative. In chapters devoted to Virgil and Ovid, the author explores strategies of
allusion and citation, showing how Dante reinterprets these authors in the light of
biblical revelation, correcting their vision and reorienting their understanding of history
or human love. Dante finds his authority for making these interpretive moves'in a
"scriptural self" that is constructed over the course of the "Commedia." That biblical
selfhood enables him to choose among various classical and Christian traditions, to
manipulate arguments and time lines, and to forge ima%mary links between the
ancient world and his own "modern "uso."" He rewrites Scripture by reactivatm%it, bE/
writing it again. To the inspired parchments of the Old and New Testaments he boldly
adds his own "testamental” postscript.
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