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When "Lolita" was first published in 1955 it created a sensation and established
Nabokov as one of the most origmal prose writers of the twentieth century. This
annotated edition, a revised and considerably expanded version of the 1970 edition,
does full justice to the textual riches of "Lolita", illuminating the elaborate verbal
textures and shovvm% how they contribute to the novel's overall meaning, Alfred Appel,
Jr. also provides fresh observations on the novel's artifice, games and verbal
patternings and a delightful biographical vignette of Nabokov. The annotations
themselves were prepared in consultation with Nabokov while newly identified
allusions were confirmed by him during the final years of his life.
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"For me a work of fiction exists only insofar as it affords me what I shall bluntly call
aesthetic bliss, that is a sense of being somehow, somewhere, connected with other
states of being where art (curiosity, tenderness, kindness, ecstasy) is the

norm." (ZFIE2 T 6 o o
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