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This accessible and user-friendly text will prove invaluable to any student coming to
social and political philosophy for the first time. It provides a broad survey of
fundamental social and political questions in modern society, as well as clear,
accessible discussions of the philosophical issues central to political thought. Topics
covered include: the foundations of political authority, the nature and grounds of
economic justice, the limits of tolerance, considerations of community, race, gender,
and culture in questions of justice, and radical critiques of current political theories.
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John Christman is Professor of Philosophy at Pennsylvania State University. He is the
author of The Myth of Property (1994) and the editor of The Inner Citadel: Essays on
Individual Autonomy (1989).
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这本导论的思路是从各式各样的自由主义政治哲学中，提取出最重要最核心的几个要点
，来勾勒出所谓自由主义范式的总体轮廓。然后考察其他流派如社群主义、女权主义、
马克思主义等对自由主义范式的批评，以及自由主义范式对这些批评可能的回应。整本
书以问题为导向，而对个别哲学家的个别理论则较少深入探讨。对各种专业术语的解释
非常细致清晰，对政治哲学的初学者非常友好。而因为受制于导论的篇幅，具体问题讨
论的深度则稍显不足。
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