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Brazilian writer Coelho has published five titles in 45 languages in 120 countries, and
has sold 23 million books. It's easy to see why. This charming, simple and well-written
allegory tells of a boy, Santiago, who has the imagination and courage to follow his
"Personal Legend." Santiago finds fairy godfathers at many turns who help him learn to
keep up his courage, and to read omens and his own heart. The book's inspirational
message follow your heart and do your own thing is oblique enough, to allow readers
to interpret it in any way they choose, with whatever degree and form of spirituality
one adheres to: "To realize one's destiny is a person's only obligation." But apparently
only men need apply; a woman's destiny is to wait for her hero to find his treasure and
return home to her. The real treasure here is Jeremy Irons. His intriguing, subtle and
powerful performance carries us along on the boy's adventures, into his confusions
and insights, through discussions with kings and animals, through the desert and the
sun and even through the philosophical passages. Based on the Harper San Francisco
hardcover.
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This story of a Spanish shepherd boy begins as a search for treasure and evolves into a
rich tale of human love and discovery. It is short, but certainly packs a wallop. What
makes the story even better is Jeremy Irons's unforgettable narration. From the outset,
it is clear that Irons is going to take us along on this journey, and we will find it just as
fascinating as Santiago, the shepherd. Irons's voice is crystal clear, and every word is
given its own starring role in the text. He creates wondrous characters, male and
female, that stay with us. The journey with Santiago and Irons is well worth it. R.I.G.
Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award © AudioFile 2002, Portland, Maine-- Copyright ©
AudioFile, Portland, Maine
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The Alchemist的有声书，我是对照着电子版的文本听完的，到时打算脱稿再听一遍。

-----------------------------
除了主观上觉得这本书改变了我的命运外，客观上作者可以用如此简单明快的语言去阐
述一个最大的人生哲学，真的需要很深厚的见识和文字功底，当之无愧是我最爱的一本
书，没有之一
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