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Essentially it is an exercise in the art of rational prediction, which has become so
popularin these days, and of which Mr. Bernard Shaw and Mr. H. G. Wells are the most
llustrious masters, although in the To-day and To-morrow Series its principal
exponents were Lord Russell and Professor J. B. S. Haldane. My own interest in this art,
however, is largely philosophic and theoretic, being concerned with its bearing on the
theory of truth and the paradox which prophecy involves.

Disagree? The other aspect of prophecy is to serve as a warning, but for this practical
purpose it cannot claim much value. For prophetic warnings, especially if unpleasant,
are hardly ever heeded. The reason for this, however, is not (as in Cassandra's case) the
malice of an insulted deity, but simply that the public does not read salutary and
improving books and that those who could write them so rarely do.

F.CS. SCHILLER.

Los Angeles.

September, 1936.
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