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This lavishly illustrated volume is the first systematic general work to do justice to the
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fruits of recent scholarship in the history of natural history. Public interest in this lively
field has been stimulated by environmental concerns and through links with the
histories of art, collecting and gardening. Twenty-four specially commissioned essays
cover the period from the sixteenth century, when the first institutions of natural
history were created, to its late nineteenth-century transformation by practitioners of
the new biological sciences. An introduction discusses novel approaches that have
made this a major focus for research in cultural history. The essays, which include
suggestions for further reading, offer a coherent and accessible overview of a
fascinating subject. An epilogue highlights the relevance of this wide-ranging survey for
current debates on museum practice, the display of ecological diversity, and concerns
about the environment.
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评论

只读了第5章，内容非常有启发性。17世纪时流行一种对奇珍异宝、古今之物的收藏热
情。被收藏之物最大的特点是其稀奇性，无论是天然的还是人造的。收藏方式上在当时
并非分门别类，规规整整，而是把各种八竿子打不着的奇珍异宝十分密集地放在一个相
对狭小的空间（有很多是个人收藏家）中以供展出，这种方式本身就是为了进一步刺激
观众的好奇。同时藏品的发现者和收集者也可能会为某些藏品记录发生在其上的神奇故
事，而观赏展出者也往往需要非常详细地以文字记述所见所感，这与16世纪不同。最后
这些收藏和展出都蕴含有宗教意味，这些展品（比如动物和植物的标本）会让人感觉它
们来自伊甸园，因而是对创世起源之时的某种保存。
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