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Told from the alternating perspectives of children's book author Osamu Nonoguchi
and Detective Kyoichiro Kaga, Malice is a why-dunnit with an unexpected twist.

Bestselling author Kunihiko Hidaka has been murdered; his body discovered by wife
Rie and childhood friend/fellow author Osamu Nonoguchi. Nonoguchiis in fact the
cops' prime suspect, but when he confesses, he provides peculiarly elaborate motives
that make the victim out to be the culprit. But why is this author's idea of a perfect
crime, to be implicated, and not to get away scott free? Despite having put the real
killer behind bars, chief detective Kaga continues to investigate.

Though written several years before any of the current memoir and plagiarism
scandals surfaced here in the U.S., the murder at the center of this mystery novel plays
on our predisposed emﬁathy for the killer because his victim supposedly plagiarize
his novels and embellished his memoir.
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Keigo Higashino was born in the lowest of lowly ghettos in Osaka, to Eoor parents, in a
tiny house that in his words was, "always one room short." He lived off
hand-me-downs, and from girls at that. Always lonely, he took to reading massive
amounts of fiction- anything he could get his hands on.

Higashino's debut work, a collection of stories called After School, won the prestigious
Fdogawa Rampo Award for best horror/mystery, and his other novel, Naoko has been
turned into a blockbuster film ("Himitsu" or Secret in Japanese).
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7.24-27 casual teasing and reflections on literature and publishing industry once again
show what a perceptive writer he is just read some of his earlier books you can't help
wondering if he's fully aware that his recent works aren't up to standard but just writes
for the cash and to revenge for years of being neglected

Plot is very intricate overall, narrative cleverly structured, and secrets patiently but
shockingly revealed.
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