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The only apparent consensus about the Nixon Presidency is that his accomplishments
in the foreign policy area far outshadowed those in the domestic arena. The advances
for which he was responsible--in particular, the opening to China--brought the most
significant improvement in foreign relations among the great powers in decades. The
Nixon diplomacy worked, while many of his domestic programs failed. This was true,
the editors of this Hofstra-sponsored volume maintain, because there was more of a
sense of realism and caution in his dealings with foreign governments and a
willingness to compromise and accommodate their interests--a tolerance he often
lacked in the domestic area. This volume outlines the main components of the Nixon
foreign policy, beginning with the significant effort to bring China into the world
community. The manner in which the Vietnam war was ended is examined, as are the
evolution of American policy in the Middle East and the efforts at detente. With essays
and observations from scholars and participants in the making of that policy, this
volume is significant reading for all students of American foreign policy and the
presidency.
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