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The Young Man’s Guide is a thorough resource which deals with the formation of
character in a young man with regard to the mind, manners, and morals. It also has a
good amount of insight on the topics of marriage and business. A strong foundational
book for a young man asking the practical questions of how to live life while
minimizing both terrible temporal mistakes and, well…the wrath of God. As is stated in
the introduction, it is Alcott’s intention to influence young men such that they
contradict the stereotypes of thoughtlessness, rashness and an unwillingness to be
advised or taught. Alcott was prescient in writing this book and would probably roll
over in his grave if he saw the modern race of man-babies that play X-Box for 20 hours
each week and are perpetually bartending their way through junior college.
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