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In Monastic Life in Medieval Daoism, a senior scholar of Daoist studies presents for the
first time a detailed description and analysis of the organization and practices of
medieval Daoist monasteries. Following an introduction to the wider, comparative
issues involved in the study of monasticism, Livia Kohn outlines the origin, history,
conceptual understanding, and social position of the monasteries, which came into
their own early in the Tang dynasty. She examines texts from this period along with the
architectural layout of Daoist monasteries, the daily discipline and interpersonal
etiquette of monks and nuns, their implements and vestments, as well as the liturgical
dimension (regular services, annual festivals, and special rites such as funerals) of
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monastic life. Throughout, Professor Kohn maintains a high comparative level, linking
the Daoist situation and practices not only with Chinese popular, Confucian, Buddhist,
and lay Daoist traditions, but also with relevant examples from Indian Buddhism and
medieval Christianity. Monastic Life in Medieval Daoism breaks new ground in Daoist
studies, the understanding of Chinese religion and medieval society, and the
theoretical understanding and interpretation of the comparative phenomenon of
monasticism. It will be required reading for scholars of Daoist studies and Chinese
religion and medieval history and illuminating to experts in comparative religion and
religious studies in general as well as to the wider public interested in questions of
monastic life.
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Based on monastic disciplinary works, more an ideal image of monastic life than a
description of what's on the ground
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