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Discrete probability theory and the theory of algorithms have become close partners
over the last ten years, though the roots of this partnership go back much longer. The
Eapers in this volume address the latest developments in this active field. They are
rom the IMA Workshops "Probability and Algorithms" and "The Finite Markov Chain
Renaissance." They represent the current thinking of many of the world's leading
experts in the field. Researchers and graduate students in probability, computer
sclence, combinatorics, and optimization theory will all be interested in this collection
of articles. The techniques developed and surveyed in this volume are still undergoing
rapid development, and many of the articles of the collection offer an expositionally
pleasant entree into a research area of growing importance.
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